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1 Anos Chap. 7: ver. 10, 12, 13. 
Then Amaziah the Prieſt of Bethel, feat to Jerobo: + 
am Aingof Iſrael, ſayirg, Amos hath conſp red © 1 
againſt thee in the mdf of the Houſe of 'Utrael: | 
I be Landis not able to bear all his Mord. 44% i 
Amaziah / aid unto Amos; O thou Seer go flee thee |_| 
away into the land of Judah, and there eat Bread, 
and Prophecy there. But Prophefie not agais 
any more at Bethel, for it is the King's W 
and it is the King's Court. „ 5 
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55 d vi | Revelations, Chap. III. Ver. 2, 3. = . : F | 
II. Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things which re- 
main, that are ready to dye: for I have found uo 


thy Vorks perfect before God, 5 
III. Remember therefore how thou haſt received, aud 


. heard, and hold faſt, and repent. 


HES E Words are part of an Epiſtle dictated 
by the Spirit of God to the Church of Sards, of _ 
which we know little more, than what we find 
Recorded here; That it was one of thoſe Planted by the 
Apoſtles, which had a great Name amongſt other 
Churches; yet had ſo fallen from the Life, Energy, 
and Spirit of Chriſtianity, that in the Eyes of the Al- 
mighty, it ſeem'd rather to be dead to every good work, 
than alive to any true Chriſtian purpoſe. | 
It ſeems to have loſt, not only the Power, but the ven- 
ry Form of Godline(s ,, and its very Angels, Watchmen, 
or Biſhops to be ſunk into ſuch a Liſtleſsneſs, Stupidity, | 
or Lethargy, as to need a Voice from Heaven, to rouze | | 
them, to put them upon their Watch, to call upon | 
them, to ſtrive with Care and Diligence, to preſerve | , 
what yet remained amongſt them of the Sacred Depo- | 3 
ſitum of Chriſtianity; which in all Iixelyhood, with- | , 
out a more than ordinary care and watchfulneſs, would # 


ſoon follow the reſt. | 2 
The Works of the Church in general, were far from 2 

being perſect before God; the Worth and Value of their . 
Holy Religion; the Remembrance of God's Mercies to fi 
them in ſeveral Inſtances, were forgotten, and loſt a- 
mongſt theniʒ their zeal and concern for Chriſtianity t. 


were fallen below Lukewarmneſs. What little poor R 
pittance of Religion was left amongſt them, was ſo looſe 
and indifferent to them, that God in his Mercy, calls to 

them to hold that little Remant faſt, as a means to re- 
trieve and recover the reſt by, and invites and excites | A 

them in general to repent of, and reform from their” | 
. >. 8 2 „ | 


£ *, ** 


Stupidity and * their Coolneſs and Indifferen- 
cy, their Careleſſneſs, and Negligence, by aſſuring 
Them, that if they do not, he will come upon them as ; 
a Thief? and that they ſhall not know what Hour he 
will come upon them; at the ſame time Comforting the 
few Members of that Church, who had not defiled their 
Garments, with an Aſſurance, that they ſhall walk 
with him in White; for they ate worthy. He that 
o0vercometh, the ſame ſhall be Clothed in White Rai. 
ment, ſuch ſhall not have their Names blotted out of 
the Book of Life, but their Names ſhall be confeſſed by 
the Holy Jeſus; before his Father and his Angels. 
He that hath an Far, let him hear what the Spirit faith © 
unto che Churches. os: 
| Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things which remain, that 
are ready to dye; for I have not found thy works perfect before 
| God. LE -” N 8 
Remember therefore bow thou haſt received, and heard ; 
and bold faſt, and Repent. 3 
From this account of the Church of Sarda, he that 
runs may read, and obſerve in how many particulars, 
| we agree with them in Circumſtances; and hethar con- 


ſiders them ever fo little, muſt readily acknowledge, 

that, ſince God's Methods with Careleſs, Ungrateful, 

Diſſolute, Backſliding Churches and Nations; are ſill g 

the fame (for our God is the ſame, yeſterday, to Day, and 

For ever,) If. we Copy after the Sins of other Churches 

and Nations, we muſt expect the ſame Judgments and 

L | Puniſhments from the Divine Juſtice, which the Scrip- 

© | tures threatned, and afterwards fell on them; unleſs we 

> | ſuffer the Divine Goodneſs and Mercy by the Calls of 

Z the Holy Spirit, by the Voices of the Scriptures, and 

the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to perſuade us to a ſpeedy 

r | Repentance, and Amendment. | 153 

I ſhall therefore from the State of the Church of Sar- 

#5, and tlie Warning and Exhortation to it in my Text, 

- | andour own Melancholy, and much to be lamented 

S | Agreement with it in many particulars, take occaſion, 
Es TO A 1 Fir, 


many ſpecious Actions wanting, ſome one or more of 
theſe Qualifications, . are not found perfe& before God. 


Secondly, I ſhall go farther, and point out to you ſome | 


groſs and ſcandalous Errors, wherein our works are ſo 
rar from being found perfect before God, that they are 
ſo highly and generally impious and provoking, as to 
make it all Mens Duty and Intereſt to call loudly one 
upon atſother, to be watehful, and ſtrengtben the things 
which remain, and are ready to die; to remember bow we 
have received and heard, and boldfaſt and repent, eſpecially 
at this ſolemn time of Faſting and Humiliation, which 
our Church has ſer apart for imploring Almighty God, 
to cteate and make in us new and contrite Hearts; that 
we worthily lamenting our Sins, and acknowledgin 
our wretchedneſs, may obtain of him, the God of al. 
Mercy, perfect Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs, through his 
Son Jeſus Chrilt our Lord. . 
Firſt then, I am to ſhew what Qualifications are ne- 
ceſſary to make a work per fect before God, and here 
that many ſpecious Actions, wanting ſome one or more 
of theſe Qualifications, are not found perfect before God. 
By perfect here, | don't mean void of all Imperfecti- 


on or Defect: No; to expect ſuch a perfection in our 


works in this world, would be to look for Heaven up- 
on Earth, to make that che ſtate of this life. which God 
has deſign'd to be the Glory and Comfort of another. 
Baut by Perfection. I mean a Goſpel Sincerity in all 
our Actions. Wo 
Now to make our works perfe& before Godz even in 

this Senſe, | 
They muſt be Firſf good in themſelves. 

Secondly, flowing from good Principles; and, 

Thirdly, directed to good Purpoſes. ES 

The want of any one, or more of theſe Qualificati- 
otis, makes any work be look d upon as imperfect before 
God; and juſtly deprives a Man of any hope of Reward 


for it, ox of having it accepted of by the holy one of ih 
| 4 


rael, 


{ 


Fe, to ſhew what Qualifications are neceſſary to 
make a Work be found perfect before God; and here that 
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or Advantage; ſetting up for, Leading Men, for the Heads 
of Parties, ſtrengthning themſelves with a number of Zealots, 
and ſo rendring themſelves conſiderable enough to be courted 


by the Men in Power; or, in Appearance, Godly enough 


not to be ſuſpected of any treacherous Defigns or Dealings in 
their Intercouſe with the reſt of Mankind. When the Ends 


are thus ſelfiſh, knaviſh, an trickiſh, there needs no reaſon- 
ing to prove the Actions perform'd for theſe Ends, however 


good in themſelves, very far from being found perfect be- 


fore God; but rather expoſing the Hypocrite to the Scorn 


and contempt of Men, whenever he is diſcover'd; and to 
the juſt Indignation of the Almighty, to whoſe Eye he always 

ſtands naked, and unmask'd. | | 
Again, a great many Actions, flowing from the Dictates 


- 


of an erroneous Conſcience, tho pzrform'd with the warmeſt 
Zeal, and heartieſt Sincerity, will be found not perfect be- 
fore God. „„ 


Such were the Perſecutions of the Apoſtles and Primitive 


Chriſtians, foretold by our Bleſſed Saviour, who aſſur'd them, 
the Time would come, when Men ſhould reckon they did God 


good Service in evil treating, and putting them to Death. 
St. Paul thought himſelf bound in Conſcience to do many 


things againſt the Name of Jeſus of Nazareth, perſecuting ha 
Diſciples, even to ſtrange Cities; ſeeking for, and obtaining 


Power to ſeize upon, and bring to Puniſhment all of that Way. 


But we find, he did not think the Error in his judgment 
juſtified the Practice; but proclaims, and has left himſelf on 


Record in his Epiſtle tro Timothy, a Blaſphemer,and the greateſt 
of Sinners, for what he ance did in Obedience to the Dictates 
of his Conſcience. 


Thus a Man ina miſtaken Zeal, may think himfelf oblig' d 


to make a Separation in the Church; but the Separation 


1 Vill 


And indeed I am afraid, if we bring many of our moſt ſpe- 
cious Actions to this Teſt, that we ſhall find them not only 
mimperfect before God, but Men too. | . 3 
The Mighty Zeal, that ſome Men pretend for Religion 
in general, or for the Reform'd Religion in particular, will 
be found very often but Angling for Praiſe, or Preferment, 
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tween our Real, and Miſtaken Duty. 


© * - 


Far as it is true, that nothing which we think a Sin can be ; 
perform'd by us with a good Conſcience, or without Offence 


againſt God; becauſe ſuch an Action is a direct Diſregard in 


the Will to, and Breach upon the Authority of God; fo, no 
Wicked or Sinful Action loſes its Nature, or becomes a Vir- | 


tue, or Innocent, by our thinking it ſo. 


2. Our Duty Lies fo near our Sight; The Nature of Moral 


Actions, is ſo very obvious; the Laws and Will of God are 
ſo clearly revealed; the Helps and Aſſiſtances to the diſcern- 


ing, and underſtanding them, ſo many; the Grace of Gd 
is ſo near and forward to Aſſiſt us; his Goodneſs to guide, 


will be nevertheleſs ſinful, tho? he does act according to his 
r 5 

Ikgĩ is an Unhappineſs, and very often a Puniſhment upon 

As far other Sins, when God ſuffers us to be diſtracted be- 


and lead us into every good Work; if we fincerely apply 


our (elves to him from his Holy Spirit in Prayer; that no- 


thing but Prejudice, or Paſſion, or Intereſt, or Lazineſs, or 
Iadifference, or a Spiritual Blindneſs Contracted, and Deme- 
rited from Heaven by indulging of our Luſts, can bring a 


Man into the Miſerable Dilemma, of acting either againſt 
his Conſcience, or his Duty. | 


* 


Again, we may be ſure We muſt not do evil that good may 


come of it. We muſt not rob Houſes to build Churches; much 


leſs rob Churches to raiſe Families, and make Eſtates. We 
muſt not, out of an irregular Zeal for Religion, or a Concern 
far its Preſeryation, run into Rebellion: We muſt not, like 
the PLariſces, by or Traditions, make the Word of God of noue 
Effect ;,who amongſt other Practices of this fort, taught Men 
that Conſecrating their Subft ance to the Service of the Temple, 


. gliſpensd with the Obligations of the Fifth Commandment. 
It is Cor lan, or a gift, Whereby .thou mayeſt be profited by 


e, Was not allow'd a good Plea by our Blefled Saviour, for 


the Jews Neglecting the Support, and Comfort of their Ne- 
ceſſitous Parents, The Offering in it ſelf was good, but the 
* | Inferencp from it, and the Reaſon for making it, were equal- 


J ahominable, * 


: | Having 


079 


„Having thus obſerved and noticed to you, very great n- 
per fectiont in ſome of thoſe Actions Men are apt to value them- 
| ſelves upon, and laid down three Qualifications Which every 


1 Work onght to have to make it acceptable to, and perfect be- 
% J . 
Firſt, That it be good in it ſelf. 5 3 
Secondly, That it flow from a good Principle; And = 
Thirdly, That it be directed roa good Purpoſe : I proceed. 
Secondly, To point out to you ſome groſs and ſcandalows 
nftances, wherein our Works are fo far from being found 
perfect hefore God; that they are ſo highly, and generally - 
impious and provoking, as to make it all Mens Duty and 
' Intereſt to call loudly one upon another, To de watchful, and 
. ſtrengthen the things which remain, and are ready to die a- 
mong ft ar. - . | | | 
And here it is not my Intent or Purpoſe to enumerate-and 
expoſe the ſeveral crying Sins of the Nation, viſible enough, 
God knows, to the moſt unobſerving Eye; but to point 
out thoſe Sources, and Fountains of lrreligion and Lewdnefſs, 
from whence the leſſer Streams flow, that have almoſt 
 . over-ſpread the Face of the Land; thoſe Abyſſes of Impiety, 
which have been of late broke up, and cauſed ſuch a Deluge 
of Wickedneſs, that even the Ark of God's Church, and the 
few good People in't, are in danger from the Inundation. 
And the firſt I ſhall mention, which in its Conſequences 
will take in molt of the reſt, is the moſt unaccountable Li- 
berty that has been of late taken, not only in Converſation, 
but in Books publickly printed and fold about our Streets, 
in ſpite of our Biſhops and Judges, thruſt upon Us, and our 
People at Church-Doors, to ſtrike at the every Fundamentals, 
and weaken the main Spring of Religion in general, and to 
corrupt or looſen the Principles of Chriſtianity in particular ; 
Viz, in ſome we have the Immortality of the Soul. attempted 
to be diſproved; in others, the Myſteries of our Holy Reli- 
gion attak'd;, in ſome, the Inſufficiency, and Defects of the 
Canon of the Scripture, malicion{ly and wickedly, 'tho* weakly 
expo d; and in all the Books writ by the Gentlemen on that 
fide the Queſtion, the Ordinances and Orders of our God, bi | 
Ls 8 1 8 A 4 Cburch 4 
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df Atheiſtical, Lewd, Prophane Wits render'd, au much as 


in rhem lies, not only litele and contemptible, but deftru- 


Side to dear LIBERTY and PROPERTY. 


The Dianas of theſe EPHESIANS; thoſe Popular 
| Goddeſſes, whoſe pretended Vindication, has fo often fur- 
niſh'd the Craſtsmen of FACTION, SCHISM, and 


REBEL L IO N, with Power to raiſe and inſpirit the un- 
thinking Populace againſt God's true Religion, its Orthodox 
faithful Miniſters, and their lawful Governours; an OLD 


GAME too often play'd ; and it is well if People have 


tempts of that Nature for the future. 
(HL | 


been yet deep enough bit by it, to diſcourage all other At- 


I muſt confeſs, ſome People are fo openly zealous in mas 


king Proſelytes from Cbriſfianity to their No-Religion; and 
from Loyalty to the Right of Government in the People; 
from Monarchy to Anarchy, by depriving of, or denying 
our Sovereign's Divine Right to our conſcientious Subjecti- 
on, that it is not hard to forelee what they drive at. One 
would imagine, by their Practices, they ſer up for the Apoſt- 
les of the Devil, Emiffaries of the Arch-Rebel, and Apoſtate 
Lucifer; but from their Princtples, which diſallow all Re- 
wards and Puniſhments hereafter, we have reaſon to think, 
they believe themſelves ſecure from Paniſhment, and hope 
for Rewards in this World, for their zealous Diſcharge of 
their Horrid Miſſion. 55 : 


1 


And tho I hope none, who hear me this Day, are con- 


cern d ia the direct Practice, yet I am afraid roo many are 


Partakers of the Sin, by liſtening to ſuch Diſcourſes, or 


reading ſuch Books with Pleaſure , or Indifference, or at 
all, without Abhorrence! And it is well, if an babitdal 


Courſe of careleſs, or wicked Living, and from thence a 


fearful looking for of Judgment, according to the Princi- 
ples of Religion, do not incline a great many to with, 
even what they cannot bring theroſelves to believe to be, 
true. 13 | 5 ; g | 5 * 


5 | table 


burch and - Prief Buffon d, rideubd, and with all the 
rt, and Induſtry, all the Application and joint Endeavours 


2 
\ 
1 


could give Wretches Audaciouſneſs, and Impudence enough, 4 


of the Laws, and the Zeal and Power of our Governours'in 


pretended to evince, that it was only want of true, and live- 
ly Faith, which ſubjected Men to Death , ( Aﬀgil 


' perverted) found Abhorence from the Bo dy of the Nei. - 
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table Difregard for, or Indifference to our Holy Religion, 8 


to beich forth ſuch Impieties, deal About ſuch poyſonous Prin- 
ciples, avow ſuch Forrid Tenets; and fo dare the Juſtice 


Church and State. | | 

lt is the Number, and Grandeur of their Abettors, join'd 
with the Aſſurance they have, that a great many more, who 
lead profligate, looſe, or careleſs Lives; who, tho not ar- 
riv'd to the Pitch of believing what they write. \wiſh well 
ſor their own Intereſt to the Cauſe, and would be glad to find 
it prov'd true -(which is a large Stride towards believing it) 
that encourages ſuch Unchriſtian Practices, as no Kingdom 
under Heaven proſeſſing the Name of Chriſt, except this, I 
ver ſuffer'd ro go unnoticed, or unpuniſned. hn? 
Far the Credit, and everlaſting Honour of the Church and 
arliament of the Neighbouring Iſland, and with a trulßx 
(Chriſtian Sorrow and Concern for this, be it remember d, , 
and ſpoken, Monſters oł this Sort, who could not live there, 
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but were proſecuted and driven from thence, find Shelter 
herr. N ee, 


One, who hy a malicious and cunning piece of Sophiſtry, 


) and there. 
by ſlyly attempted to expoſe, both the fr, and ſecond Co- 1 
venant; and in ſhors, all Revealed Religion; fi: ce Immoy- 4 
tality of the Body was not the Reſult of Man's Reconciliati- 
on to God through Chriſt, (which he endeavour'd to ſhew, 


ought to have been its conſequence from ſeveral Fexts of 1 


Holy Scripture, that he put falſe gloſſes on, and miſerably 


Aſſembled in Parliament there, and was expelled the Houſe of -3>4 
Commons, as a Brand upon him for the Practice. | = 

Another, who, had his Book Burn'd there, by the Hands 
of the Common Hangman, and was himſelf order'd by the  _. 
Parliament to be taken into Cuſtody for the Herefies, and © 
Blaſphemies in it, Lives here, not only openly and unpu- 7 
ni!h'9, but in great Eſteem, with too many. Men even of Fr. 
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= ge, and is, (if the Ex preſſion be not below the Dignity * 
dd the Place I ſpeak from) the Cat's Foorof the Party; (To- 
land.) tho' Fam ſorry his Paws have not yet felt the Fire; | | 
|, © Revives and Publilhes afreſh, the moſt Republican, Antimon- 

c greinal, Antichriſtian Treatiſes, he can rummage up out of 
thoſe Magazines of Sedition, and Rebellion, Fanataciſm and 
Mpocriſie, which brought the pureſt Church in the Chriſti- 

an World to Deſolation, overturn'd the happieſt Conſtitution 
of Government, and brought our Queen's moſt, Pious and 
moſt Glorious Grandfather, our never to be forgotten Mar- 
er d Monarch, to the Scaffold, and Block in 48, undermi- | 
ning our Laws, and Religion publickly, ahd Poiſoning the | 
Nation in their Principle, of Chriſtianity, and Loyalty. 
A third, openly Proſecuted and Convicted there, for 
Wriring againſt the Divinity of the Holy Jeſus, God Bleſſed 
for ever, (Emlin.) has publickly ſet up, and preaches in this 
Qity to an Aﬀembly or Meeting of Perſons of the fame Hor- 
tid Principles: Notwithſtanding, what Men call the Tolera- 
tian Act, Prohibits all Perfons to preach or teach, who ſhall 
not acknowledge, and profeſs their firm belief of the Divi- | 
nity of our Saviour, and the Doctrine of the Trinity. I ſay, 
what Men call the Toleration Act; Becauſe there is not one 
Word of Tuleration in that Statute, tho' we are ſenſible of | 
its Effects, and Conſequences to that purpoſe: That Act 
takes away ſome Penalties Inflicted by former Acts on Di/- 
* ſenters; but not in the leaſt Repeals, or Weakens one Tittle 
, _ of the Act of Uniformity, which God be praiſed is Nit in 
Force. So that if ever there was ſuch a Sin as Schiſm in the | 
WMorld; and any particular Perſons, or Bodies of Men, were 
- » .guilryof it in this Church before the Paſſing of that Law; 
' they are in the ſame Condition ſtill, if they continue the Se- - 
paration. 3 
For the obtaining a Human Law, to take off the Penal- 
dies Impoſed by Laws of the fame Nature, on Actions con- b 
trary, not only to the Laws of God, but to other Laws of 
the Land yet Unrepeal'd, tho without Penalties, can't be 
zmagin'd to make that no Sin, which is ſtill a Diſobedience {| 
to the Laws of the Nation, and which God has — 2 
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bes moſt heinous one, and ü 'd 1 and Pu- 8 
niſhments againſt. 
- 4, Rn Inſtance.” tho? Men ſhould be 0 Mad as os take off 3 
8 | all the Penalties and Puniſhments in the Law againſt Murder; 1 
nay, ſhould they go farther, and Repeal all Laws againſt it; 
would Murder from thence-forward ceaſe to be a danmable _ | 
14 Sin? 0 
ö Thus, tho that Law has Aiſcharg'd the Members'of this 
National Church from the Penalties, which former Laws, 
with great Reaſon and great Piety, had laid upon Perſons, 
who ſhould Schiſmatically Separate themſelves from, and 
| break the Unity of this Church; a Church we know they 
þ can Communicate with upon ſome Occafi ions, to get into Pla- 
ces of Profit, (but that may be to ſpoil the Egyptians) or 
Tru#t, (but that may be to overthrow the Tables they Kneel 
at) God knows their Hearts; for Men cannot reconcile, or 
8 unriddle their Practices: 1 lay, though ſuch Men are diſ- 
„„ charged from all Penalties, a have Liberty given them by 
a New Law, to divide from the National Eſtabliſhed Church 
| with Impunity, they ſtand however guilty of the Schiſin ſtill 
| before God, and liable to the Divine Vengeance for their Dif- 
| obedience to his Laws, and the poſitive Laws of the Land. 
| I have taken leave to go a little out of the way, to make 
| this Obſervation ; becauſe, generally ſpeaking, People fan- 
cy the Gailt, and Danger of Schiſm, is taken away by a Law 
that gives them a Latitude of being of what Sect they pleaſe 
without Puniſhment ; when God knows, as I have ſhown 
you, the Matter is quite otherwiſe; and nothing more is 
Li done by that Law; but taking down the Fence, which the 
| Wiſdom and Piety of former Laws had placed about the 
| Sin: Though I muſt confeſs, we ſee every Day, Men de- 
j  luded by fa Conſequences from it, out of the Boſom of the 
moſt Pure and Orthodox Church in the Chriſtian World, b 
People, who go no longer, only from Houſe to Houſe, ju 
ing Captive (ily Women, but publickly Proclaim they have 
their Iniquity Eftabliſtyd by a Law, and themſelves upon 3 
Level that way with the National Church. 
=: But to return to the melancholy View of the miſerable ang 
0] tnguiſhing Condition of Religion among? us. 


What darkens the Proſpect, ang makes the Scene more 


\ 
7 


gloomy, and diſmal, is the Conſideration how far the In- 
ſection is ſpread, and the Body of the Nation-tainted, either 
with Lebertine Principles, or the Guilt of them. 1 
For as there is Miſpriſian of Treaſon againſt a Sovereign, | 
where Men are not Principle Actors; and Treachery and 
Cowarcice in Subjects, who deſert the Defence of the Hon- 
our, and juſt, Rights of the Crown, when they are either 
undermin'd, or attack'd publickly by its Enemies, Highly 
Puniſhable in all thoſe, who brink from their Duty, in ſuch 
trying laſtances of their Fidelity, Loyalty, and Courage, 
and much more fo in thoſe, who are more obliged to Watch- 
-Fulnefs, and Zeal by their High Stations, and Commiſſions, 
hereby part of the Sovereign Power is delegated to them, 
to preſerve, and defend the whole ; 95 
So without doubt, the Body of a Church, or Nation, 
where the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven, the very Being of 
the Almighty, His Revealed and Publiſh'd Will and Laws : 
His Charters of Grace and Mercy, Pardon, and Salvation, 
ſeal'd ta us with the moſt precious Blood of his dearly Belo- 
ved Son, are publickly, and daily atrack'd, affronted, and 
| inſultingly trampled upon, every Chriſtian, from the higheſt 
3 to the lowelt, from the King on the Throne, to the Beggar 
| on the Dunghil ; from the Biſhop, to the molt inferior Officer 
3 in the Church, contracts a Guilt, by bearing, by enduring, 
or ſuffering the Practice, without attempting all in their Pow- 
ers in their ſeveral Stations, to repel, diſcourage, ſuppreſs, 
and ſeverely puniſh ſuch Blaſphemous Antichriſtian Actions, 
ſuch Treaſonable Poſitions, and Declarations againſt the greaet 
King of Heaven and Earth. ; | 
For certainly, the Evil that we do not, according to our 
utmeſt Abilities, reſiſt and prevent, we are in a great Mea- 
fure guilty of our ſelves. | on, | OD 
No pleading Prudentials will avail us at the Day of Judg- 
ment, when God comes to call us to an Account for this 
trayterous Behaviour in his Cauſe; no Dread of great Men, 
or their Parties; no Fear of leſſening our Worldly Intereſt, 
or ſpoiling our Preferment ; no Shame of being ſingular, or 
reckonꝰd Preciſe, can be pleaded in Abatement, or Extenua- 
tion of ſuch Cowardly Apoſtate Omiſſions of our known Duty, _ 
Remember the Aſſurance we have from our Blefled Saviour. 
who to ſuch Wretches will be a terrible Judge, that whoſeves. 
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x Aham d to confeſs bim before 


fore bus Father, which is in Heaven: And that only the few 


Names who were left in this dying Church of Sarda, who had 


not defifd their Garments, ſhould walk with him in white, and 


that, becauſe they were worthy ; and obſerve that the Spirit 
ſubjoins a Poſicion. or Inſtructi 

{hall be in the ſame Circumſtances; That he, who overcomes,[which 
implies ſtruggle, and conteſt in God's Cauſe) the ſame ſhall be 


clothed in White Raiment, and have bis Name, not blotted out of © 


the Book of Life, but confeſs d by our Bleſſed Saviour before his Fa- 
ther, and bis Angels; which plainly implies, that thoſe who 
are not watchful ; who do not endeavour to ſtrengthen the 
Things which remain, and are ready to die; who do not ſtrive, 


and ſtruggle heartily, honeſtly, and bravely in their ſeveral 
Stations againſt the encroaching Powers of Darkneſs, ſhall have - 


their Names blotted out of the Book of Life, and be diſown'd at 


the lalt Day by the Holy Feſis, before his Father and his Angels 
A weighty and tremendous Conſideration! But alas! Who 


conſiders and lays theſe things to Heart! How many of our 
Angels, and Watchmen, who are particularly ſet apart, and 
commiſſion'd by God and the Conſtitution, to watch and 


ward againſt ſuch Practices, are aſleep? How many Shep- 


herds are drowſie and indifferent? How many Perſons, who 
are empower'd and commanded #0 cry aloud, and ſpare not, to 
lift up their Voices like Trumpets, to ſhem the People their Trans 
greſſions, and the Houſe of Jacob their Sins, are ſtruck dumb by 


a Fir of Worldly Intereſt, ſerz'd with Cowardice and Shiver- 
ing, got faſhionable Agues by ſome Damps, which have fa. 


len of late, and for want of a Sunny Bank to bask on? 
And on the other Hand, how are rhoſe, who have Senſe 
enough of their Duty, bravely and honeſtly to give the 
Alarm, to ſet themſelves ys rea. againſt ſuch Men, and 
ſuch Practices, in the midſt of an evil and adulterous Genera- 
tion, who ſet nor their Hearts aright, and whoſe Spirits are very 


far from cleaving ſtedfaſt'y ro God: How, I lay, are theſe Men | 


reproach d, revil'd, and inſulted, not only by the vile Scri- 
blers and Pamphleteers againſt God, his Church, and his 
Prieſts ; but diſcountenanc'd, and Brow-beaten by Men of 
Figure; (not to ſay more) branded with odious Names and 
Characters, dreſs'd up like Mad-men, and expos'd to the Fu- 
ry of che unthinking Populace ? Who won't be, or at leaſt 
ſeldom are, at the pains to conſider, that they are not the in- 


conſiderable Perſons, but the High Offices of ſuch Men, 


which are expos'd; and ſtruck at by them; not the Man, 
but the Funckion 4 not the frail Kar then Veſtel, but the Head 


r, ſoak be diſorned by bim bes - 


on for all Churches, which 


| | bop and Ambaſſador” from the Great King of Heaven, With 


whom ſack Men are at Enmity, and whole Orders and Ordi- 
„ _ nances, and Miniſters they deſpiſe and vilihe. 0 - - 7 
l! __- Here then, my Brethren, is the Source of the General 
_  Wickednefs,' Lewdneſfs, and Impiety of the Nation; Here is 
\ . the Maſs of Guilt, which Sits heavy upon this Church, and 
Kingdom; and which will, nay, which mult ſink them both 
into Ruin and Defolation ;"If every one of us, for one, does 
not leſſen the Load by withdrawing by a Timely Repen- 
tance and Reformation what eicher by his Practice, or Con- 
nivance, or Indifferency, he has contributed to the Heap. 
Don't let us fooliſhly imagine, becauſe God is pleas'd to 
give us Glorious Succeſſes againſt our Enemies Abroad; and 
to ble& us with a Pious Queen at Home, (whoſe precious 
Life, God, in his Mercy to theſe Churches and Nations, long 
preſerve) that therefore he is at Peace with us; whilſt thus 
the whole Head is Sick, and the whole Heart is Faint: and tho* 
the Queen, Lords, and Commons reſolve over and over again, 
that the Church is in no Danger, under Her Majeſties Admi- 
niſtration, that therefore we are ſafe and ſecure in our Impie- 
ties, and Abominations, againſt the Avenging Hand of Hea- 
ven; ſuch Thoughts are too Fooliſh ro enter into the Heart 
of any Thinking Perfon. Theſe great Favours may be the 
I laſt Efforts, and Overtures of Mercy to us, and if we go on 
do abuſe them, God can in an Inſtant viſit us with as great 
=.  - Judgments; for as we have found his Arm not fo ſhortned, 
4 that he could not Save; fo we may be ſure his Hand is not 
ſo weakened, that he cannot Puniſh : And there is the more 
reaſon to fear, fince neither the fight of the Rod, which he 
ſhook over us for a while; nor the many Bleſſings, and Fa- 
vours he nas from time to time ſhowred down upon us; nor 
the miraculous Interpoſitions of his Providence, which he has 
ewed in our Reſcue, and Preſervation, have prevailed upon 
us, to make him ſuitable returns of Duty and Service, That 
in his Juſt Wrath he may give us up to a State of Security and 
Hardneſs of Heart, as he did Pharaoh, whom for this very 
urpoſe he raiſed up, that he may after ſhew his Power and 
Juſtice in his Deſtruction, Come upon us 45 a Thief in the Night, 
as He threatned the Church of Sards ; and it may be a great 
part of our Miſery, and-Puniſhment as it was of theirs, cha: 
ws ſhall not know the Hour in which he will come upon uw. £ 
And let us not vainly imagine, and falſly Jakes fromi th 
Crowds of People in our Churches, on the more Solemn Days 
of. Worſhip, (for God knows we have few enough at other 


{ - 


—— 


times) that triere is 4a mige | 
poſed, and free from the general Taint, © © tn 
For. alas! If we ſeriouſly 2 and obſerye that the 
Churches in this City, and Subur 
tieth Part of the Inhabitants; that a great many of thoſe, who 
do help to fill them, are Men very Indifferent to all Relig - 
on, at the beſt of Latitudinarians Principles; who come tor. © 
Kafhion-fake, and out of civil Deference to the Religion of 
the Country, without having any Concern for, or Renard 8 
Chriſtianity in their Hearts; others to Qualify themſelves 
for Employments, and to herd amongſt thoſe, who are to 


ſhare the Offices of Truſt and Profit in the State; and Laſt- 
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ly, a great many to Watch, and Spy, and lie upon the 
catch for the Slips, or Indiſcretions of the Preacher, or to 
make them for him, with Reſolutions Maliciouſly to turn, 
improve, and report, every thing to the Diſſervice of our Ho- 
ly Religion, and to furniſh che hired paltry Scriblers of the Par- 
ty with Dirt to throw at us and our Holy Profeſſion, as ſoon 

as we come out of the pulpit and Church, (Wretches of this 


ſort are to be met with every Day) who bear the Port, and 


make the Appearance of Gentlemen; who pretend to be of our Church 
and Communion ; who either to ſer up for Men of ſingular Thought, or 


uncommon Underſtandings, (for common Holineſs. they don't pretend ro} 
lay out themſelves and their little Talents to this low, vile, and villanous 
Purpoſe ; an Employment, (for ſuch ] fear it is) below a Man of any 
Honour, or Honeſty, not to fay Chriſtianity, and which ſhould be left 


like other ſcandalous Offices for the Refuſe of Goals, and Scapes from Gal- 

lows: I ſay, if theſe ſeveral forts of People be Subſtradted from our Con- 
- gregations, what a ſmall Number ſhall we have left zealous for the Lord, 
to ſtand in the Gap againſt the Judgments, which the Practices of the reſt 


lowdly call tor from Heaven? 
To conclude, we for our parts can do no more than lay before you plain- 


ly and honeſtly, the Sin and danger, and beg you ſeriouſly to lay them to 
Heart, and in your ſeveral Stations, to be watchful, and ſtrengthen the 


things which remain, and are ready to die; to remember what you hau 


received, and heard, andto hold faſt, and repent : and then our Iniquix 
will not be our ruin. „ | 


And as to the Clergy, who as they are moſt concern'd and oblig'd te 


preſerve the Purity of Chriſtianity, amongſt the Flocks committed to their 
Cbarge, and to ſer themſelves boldly againſt every evil way, I muſk con- 
feſs I am ata loſs, to account for the little or no notice taken of theſe Pra- 
Qices, by thoſe of them, who are obliged by their Order, and high Stations 


in the Church, to puniſh Mic kedneſi and Vice, and to maintain God's true 


Religion and Vertue, againſt all Corrupters and Oppoſers. 
Sure there is at leaſt ſo much Power left in their Hands as to enable them 


to declare againſt ſuch tenets, and practices, and to brand the Authors and 


an © 
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„ TO Ty nn On TW 
7 of them with Eeclefafiical Cealites; Pen to warn Re ode NR 
WA” <p Sin and Danger of Converfing wir a them, and the civil power of put 
IS = dio them into places of Dignity and Truſt; and no doubt, Intereſt enough '' 
in the Civil Adrainiftration to engage thar by humble, yet affectionate and a 
\ zealous Kemonttr 1 to interpoſe the Arm of the Magiſtrate to 44 
11 Tue, and preſerve the Doctrines and Orders, and Ordinances of bur Holy 
3 Religion, eis the viſible, and Notorious Arcemprg of ſuch Men; ro under . 
_. :. mine and deſtroy them, 
Is am ſure the Spirittal Authority, might have been exercis'd a again fuck 
IEP Men and ſuch Practices, even ina ſtate of Perſecution, And nothing but 2 
unt of zcal; or an immoderate Fear to off:nd or diſpleaſe great Men, 
dbdbo maybe thought the Fautors, and Abettors ot ſuch Doctrines atid Pra- 
3 _ Qices, can eaſily be imagin'd the Reaſon why Her Majeſty, the Pirliamenr, 
Judges, the Magiſtrates of the Land, ate not zealoully* apply d to ei- 
: eat che Body of the Clergy in Convocation, or the Great Men in the 
Chorch, who have her Mäjeſties Ear, to put a full, {pcedy, and effectual | 
1 op to ſuch thriving, flagrant and fatal Miſchiefs. 
„This Reaſon vill not, be ſure, be own'd by any of us, much leſs val. 
ire de own'd, that ſo long as we can keep our Dignitics and Revennes, we 
are to wait for a more ſcaſonable Opportunity to Oppoſe the Energies of. 
1 3  Gnriltaniry, and recover it from thoſe Diſorders which are ready td ſeire 
uns very Vitals, (Tho' perhaps, this may be ſome Folks Conſi deration * 
4 5M | But a couſcientious Clergyman will rather truſt to- the Providence . 
* So for his Bread, be an honeſt Door-kceper in the Houſe of the Lord, than 
IE " ſoeakingly, treacherouſly, and complyingly, dwell in State, am the 
Nen of Ungodlineſs: God is able to defend, and preſerve his Church; 
3 but it is every good Chriſtian's Duty, 70 come te the help of the Lord 5 ö 
pain the Mighty; or, with the Inhabizants of Meroz, we (ball be curſed 
bitterly. Let us then diſcharge our Duty, and good Coaſciences in our ſe- 
veral Stations, and leave the Event to Almighty God, reſting aſſur d, thar 
hate ver it be in this World, as to our temporal Concerns and 5 
luatereſts, we ſhall have the Comfort in the next, of having been found 
1 Farlfal in our Generation; and though Heavineſs may ' endure for 4 
=> Night, Joy will come in the Morning ; the Tempeſt will blow oyer, or we 
hall get through it, and ſhine like Stars in the Firmament with our God 
1 Glory. To conclude all; finge our heartieſt Endeavc urs, without the 
Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, will be vain, and ineffectual ; Let us, Clergy = 
OR and Laity unanimouſſy) join in Prayer to Almighty God for the Preſerya- | 
tion ot his Church; in her Collect tor the 16th Sunday after Trinit yr. 
9 Cord, we beſtech thee, let thy continual pity cleanſe and defend i ß 
Church; and becauſe it cannot continue in Safety without thy Sucebur, pre 
| foo it more by thy Helo and Geoaneſs, through eſis Chriſt bur Lord; G6 2-30 
n whom 1 fr h Thee und the Holy Spirit, three Perſons and one God, be DR 
ES Ari a, as 25 ws due, all Honour, Praife, Might; e and Dimittibn; 70 4 
da er evermare: Amen. | :” - 
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